DIPLOMACY  AND  WAR----LAST  ROUND

our pension, and for the accomplishments of these pourtes to give
us good and sure hostages, to remit Arde with the territory to
our disposition, and to cause the Scots to be ordered in reason
by us, or else to abandon them; wherewithall if they shall also
renounce all the claim they can make to Boulogne and Boulloug-
nois (which we have now in our possession), and also surrender
unto us the whole County of Guisnez, we will be contented to
condescend to an agreement: or else, in case the continual pay-
ment of the said pension shall seem a perpetual burden unto the
French King, and therefore he would be loath to condescend to
the agreement of the peace with our said good brother upon that
condition, we shall be contented if the said French King will,
instead of our pension, render unto us the County of Ponthieu
and Montreuil with the territory (notwithstanding we be indeed
like very shortly to win the same), to embrace it, and to renounce
our claim to the said pension; desiring our good brother to stick
to us to one of these two overtures, unless the state of his affairs
at this present be such as he shall think it expedient to have peace,
and that the French King will not agree unto the same, if he
should be bound to pay all such sums of money as we demand
to be paid unto us of him for our domaiges; and in that case we
are pleased, to the intent our good brother the Emperor may the
better make his bargain, and the sooner to induce them to his
contentation, albeit our said domaiges have been unto us very
chargeable, for his sake yet to remit the same, having good and
substantial hostages for the performance of the rest; advertising
our said good brother that by all likelihood of conferences of our
Commissioners and the said Cardinal of Bellay and the others
from the said French King, there is appearance that they will
incline to the same, and more.

And, whereas our said good brother would be glad, in case
the peace go riot forward, -that our army should march towards
Paris, ye shall say to him, that no man would be gladder it should
so do than we; but, considering 'that as it hath been necessary for
him to take up such towns as have lain in his way, without the
which he could not well have passed, so we have been enforced
to do the semblable; by reason whereof, as he saith, the time of
the year is now so far spent as it will not serve to go thither, much